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1) Model 

The Death of A Building: Othernity - Hungarian Pavilion - 17th International Archi-
tecture Exhibition La Biennale di Venezia 

Marker, M.,	Borawski, Z.,	Zlokapa, S.,	Montoli, F.	&	Collective, A-A 22 mar. 2021 
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2) Reflection 

The Death of a Building -  

Marker, M.,	Borawski, Z.,	Zlokapa, S.,	Montoli, F.	&	Collective, A-A.,	21 mar. 2021,	Othernity: 

Reconditioning Our Modern Heritage.	Kovacs, D. (red.).	1 udg.	Budapest:	Ludwig Múzeum - 

Kortárs Művészeti Múzeum,	Bind 700.	s. 37-38, 63-64	4 s. 
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Written contribution by A-A Collective:

The building: National Power Dispatch Centre [built: 1974-1979, architect: 
Csaba Virág (1933–2015),moffice: Corporation for Residential and 
CommunalnDesign (LAKÓTERV) 

To say goodbye: Not everything is meant for eternity. When we found the 
former building of the National Power Dispatch Centre in Budapest, we 
encountered a structure in poor condition, not properly maintained and 
abandoned for years. Inside, a demolition team was already in place to remove 
toxic materials and prepare the building for pull down. This building, at one 
time a monument of high-tech Brutalism, was now suffering a very slow and 
low-tech death.  

As we left after our first visit, we noticed something seemingly banal - some 
shrubbery that had overgrown the facade. 

To be loyal to the process of time and decay: The former National Power 
Dispatch Centre is located on the historical area of the Castle Hill. What 
struck our attention was the presence, in such an area full of monuments, of 
a building that through its state of decay was affirming the opposite: it takes 
work to make things stay the same. A building left alone is as dynamic as 
nature: it goes through youth, old age and death. So we asked ourselves: 
wouldn’t it be better, instead of keeping the “status quo”, to use the Dispatch 
Centre as an opportunity to introduce dynamics through an unorthodox 
restoration process? 

To let go: We asked ourselves a fundamental question: What if we start 
designing the decay of this building, instead of a renovation or even 
transformation? What if we accept and even accelerate the process of nature 
taking over? 

With our design we intend to manage and support the process of nature taking 
over, with the goal of giving a green space to this area of the city. At the same 
time, we think that such a building deserves a funeral. Demolition would 
obliterate a part of history in a manner unbefitting Castle Hill, a place where 
history is celebrated. 

To Accept death: We strip the building of its toxic materials and get rid of 
everything but the constructing elements and infrastructural cores. During the 
day, this new city oasis will be open to visitors and function as a public park 
ensconced within the remains of a building that “once was”. The project will 
act as an experimental way to deal with Brutalist heritage by pointing towards 
a more symbiotic and nature driven future. 

 
“All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.” 
Ecclesiastes 3:20


