
ARCHITECTURAL PROBES 
OF THE INFRAORDINARY;
co-existence through everyday spaces



RESEARCH FIELD
and objectives

‘[...] How should we take account of, question, describe what happens every 
day: the banal, the quotidian, the obvious, the common, the ordinary, the 
infra-ordinary, the background noise, the habitual?’ [...]
 
    Perec, Georges, ‘Approaches to What?’, 
    L’Infra-ordinaire, 1973

The Art of Living,  
Saul Steinberg



RESEARCH FIELD
and objectives

Coexistence in a Restless Borough;
Intertwining narratives and conduits

SECTION 1:50 Eroding Permanences of the Infraordinary;
City as Archive



RESEARCH FIELD
and objectives

Coexistence in a Restless Borough;
Intertwining narratives and conduits

> EVENTS IN REAL-TIME

Eroding Permanences of the Infraordinary;
City as Archive

> DEPOSITIONS OVER TIME



1) conduct  research of  the  infraordinary as  a  place  of  coexistence

2)  to  develop methods to  explore  and ar t iculate  this

RESEARCH FIELD
and objectives



OVERALL PLAN:

1.  Art is t ic  Cross-fer t i l i sat ions:

Studies of artistic precedents - George Perec, Eugène Atget, Jim Jarmusch - forms an initial 
foundation and framework for theoretical investigations, through their methods of cognition 
and systematic approaches to understand and represent the infraordinary spaces and 
multitude of layers in the city through literature, photography and moving pictures.

2.  Biopsy + Probes  of  Insight :

The research is facilitated through meticulously selected biopsies - tissue samples - of the 
urban body, in which a series of probes of insight are developed to see, examine and describe 
the infraordinary spaces and inhabitants, where existing knowledge is tested out/examined 
and new knowledge is formed through practice-based development. 

3.  Collocat ion of  the  Infraordinary Archive:

Throughout the project biopsies and output hereof are put next to each other and 
counterposed to discuss relations and overall themes. These together forms a collated 
whole, an Infraordinary Archive or City, that more freely can be detached from the habitual 
and point towards the qualities of the infraordinary spaces. 
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1.  ARTISTIC CROSS-FERTILISATIONS:
Precedents and Methods of Cognition

‘ The architecture  of  architects  usual ly  expresses  architecture's
internal  s tyl is t ic  set  of  codes  more than the individual  ways 
of  l iv ing of  the  inhabitants ,  whereas  the mil ieus  of  ar t is ts , 
photographers  and f i lm-makers  resonate  with the characterist ics 
and fates  of  their  inhabitants’

Juhani Pallasmaa, Encounters 2, p. 261
‘Spaces of Melonchy and Hope: Mise-en-scéne in the Films of Aki Kaurismäki’



1.  ARTISTIC CROSS-FERTILISATIONS:
Precedents and Methods of Cognition

Georges  Perec Eugène Atget Jim Jarmusch

Georges Perec describing 
‘Life a User’s Manual’

- LIFE A USER’S MANUAL

- AN ATTEMPT AT EXHAUSTING A 
PLACE IN PARIS

- LIEUX-PROJECT

- L’INFRA-ORDINAIRE

- SPECIES OF SPACES

- VIEUX PARIS:
10.000 PHOTOGRAPHS OF PARIS

- INTERIEURS PARISIENS

- PETIT MÉTIERS

- MYSTERY TRAIN

- NIGHT ON EARTH

- COFFEE AND CIGARETTES

- PERMANENT VACATION

Rue de Seine / Rue de l’Échause
Eugéne Atget

Coffee and Cigarettes, 
Jim Jarmusch 



2A.  BIOPSY
Tissue samples of the urban body

Operative  domain:

Physical framework  
   [the body of the city, street, apartment block]

Social vertices 
   [grill bar, bodega, laundromat, kiosk, tabac, diner]

Liminal spaces  
   [stairway, partial walls, door step]

Dwelling and spatial utensils   
   [dining area, window, conduit, coffee cup, postcard]



2B.  PROBES OF INSIGHT

The intention is  ‘sc ienti f ical ly,  to  get  at  distance 
at  the  wel l  known and observe  i t  through 
an analyt ic  apparatus  in order  to  gain new 
knowledge’

Tygstrup, Frederik. ‘Æstetisk Geografi – Jean-Luc Godards kortlægning af Lausanne’, 
Kartografi, Morfologi, Topologi, p. 85, 2009



2B.  PROBES OF INSIGHT
Precedents > Staircase Camera

Staircase Camera13

Queens, NY. 2011



Memory Tape / Strata Recorder
embedded in Cousins Deli, Queens, NY.
2011

2B.  PROBES OF INSIGHT
Precedents > Memory Tape / Strata Recorder



2B.  PROBES OF INSIGHT
Precedents > Ragpickers Archive



3.  COLLOCATION OF 
INFRAORDINARY ARCHIVE
Juxtaposition and ongoing evaluation
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ONGOING PRODUCTION

Artic le ,  Onsite  Review
‘The Cartographer and the Camel driver’

Stairway /  Peephole  Camera
Biopsy / Probe of Insight > Odensegade 38



CARTOGRAPHER /  CAMEL DRIVER:
Knowledge of the urban domain.

Henri Giffard: Captive Balloon Flights, Paris, 1887 Calvino, Italo. Invisible Cities.



Nadar, Aerial view of Paris, 1868

NADAR: LE GÉANT
Aerial photography of Paris



ATGET: FLÂNEUR OF THE 
INFRAORDINARY

The everyday topology of Paris

Prostitute(?)
Eugène Atget

Shop window,
Eugène Atget

Rue de la Montagne-Sainte-Geneviève, 1910-1911
Eugène Atget



Intérieur de Mr C. - Rue du Montparnasse. 1910.
Eugène Atget

Interiour Parisiens
Eugène Atget

Interiour Parisiens
Eugène Atget

ATGET: FLÂNEUR OF THE 
INFRAORDINARY

The everyday topology of Paris



ATGET: FLÂNEUR OF THE 
INFRAORDINARY

Instant ‘double-exposures’ / Time renders only the solid left



EXTRAORDINARY PARIS
Monuments and great sights 

Tourist map of Paris, 1910, by Leconte

Tourist map of Paris, 1932, by Robelin



PRE-AVIATION MAP MAKING
Devices utilised from ground, creating imagenative birds-eye views

Surveying instruments



STAIRWAY /  PEEPHOLE CAMERA
Biopsy / Probe of Insight > Odensegade 38

Georges Perec, Life a User’s Manual



STAIRWAY /  PEEPHOLE CAMERA
Biopsy / Probe of Insight > Odensegade 38



�e Bartlett UCL
v/ Iain Borden /
Jane Rendell

(Princeton)
(Flux Factory)

Laboratory

(Afg.-crit)

On-site Review 
+ WritingPlace

VIVA + Academic English 
(0,5 + 3 ects)

VIVA VIVA VIVA VIVA VIVA

BIOPSY OG PROBES / EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

CROSS-FERTILISATIONS; PEREC, ATGET, JARMUSCH 

1. 

Sep. ‘13 Sep. ‘16

2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

TEACHING AND DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE

COURSES (ECTS)

COLLOCATION OF INFRAORDINARY ARCHIVE

EXTERNAL RESEARCH ENVIRONMENTS

SYNTHESIS & DISSERTATION 

25-27th Nov  Conference: Writing Place, Delft

1st Dec  Abstract, OnSite-Review (Cartography and Photography)

12-13th Dec  Symposium on Practice-based development, Copenhagen 

23th Dec(/Feb) ALGODeQ (Algorithmic Design Quest)
 

8-10th Jan  ‘Research models between art and science’, PhD-course

Jan - March  (Potentially) Bartlett UCL
   - Iain Borden, ‘Representations of Cities’
   - Jane Rendell, ‘Theorising Practises’
   + Practice-based development

2w, Apr/May?   Study-/Research-trip > NYC, Detroit, Centralia
  

19-23rd May   Morphology, Topology and Artifice: 
   Cartographical Aesthetics and an Architecture of Event

   Masterclass and Symposium

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:


