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Barcelona, April 30, 2013 

 

 

Dear Boris Brorman Jensen, 

 

As the new Director of the Fundació Mies van der Rohe, I have the pleasure to present “BREAKING 

NEW GROUND: Debate about the Future of European Architecture”. 

 

This debate will take place on June 7th, coinciding with the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the 

“European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture – Mies van der Rohe Award”, and it represents a 

fantastic opportunity to reflect on a quarter century of architecture in Europe and about its future. 

 

Over 25 years, the Prize has been selecting a repertoire of more than 2500 buildings all around Europe, 

which represent the richness and evolution of national architectures. 

This embodies the overview of European architecture evolution and raises the question about what the 

next 25 years of European architecture will be like and therefore the meaning of the Mies van der Rohe 

Prize.  

 

This event wants to be an encounter that will bring together the experience of those professionals that 

have defined the 25 years of the Prize and those architects and critics that have an important role in 

today’s cultural field. 

 

The aim of the debate is to represent a crisscross between all the winner architects that have influenced 

the last decades and those professionals that can influence the next decades of architecture. 

 

So far the Prize has been organized through a Panel of Experts, an Advisory Board, a Steering 

Committee and a Jury that has chosen the winners and finalists of each edition of the Prize. These 

consolidated and well-known professionals, architects and architecture critics of undoubtedly 

international reputation, have established a confirmation of desired results that has reflected the situation 

of architecture in Europe up to this moment. 

 

My role as the new director of the Fundació and being younger than 40, is to lead the debate on what 

the Prize should reflect due to the changes in values and needs of our society: should the Prize keep 

reflecting through the confirmation of consolidated professionals and which kind of selection criteria must 

be applied from now on? 
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Taking into account your relationship with the Prize, I would be very pleased if you could attend the 

conclusions session of “BREAKING NEW GROUND: Debate about the Future of European Architecture” 

which will take place on June 7 at the Mies van der Rohe Pavilion in Barcelona from 18:30 to 20:00h.  

 

It is also part of your role to actively participate in defining what this Prize must reflect from now on! 

 

I am aware of the tight schedule due to organization issues but I heartedly wish that you can still manage 

and attend the event. Your presence will be very important for the whole debate. 

 

Enclosed you will find a summary of the Debate program. 

  

 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

 

With my best regards, 

 

 
Giovanna Carnevali 

Director 

Fundació Mies van der Rohe 
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BREAKING NEW GROUND 

Debate about the Future of European Architecture 

 

WHY 
June 7 2013 will be a turning point, a revolutionary event that will change our view on the role of 

architecture today and in the future: the Fundació Mies van der Rohe is consolidating 25 years of 

European history and at the same time it is opening itself to the opportunity of experiencing radical 

changes. This is why we have called it “BREAKING NEW GROUND: Debate about European 

Architecture”, a project that we have been preparing for a long and intense time and which we are 

looking forward to intensify with your participation. 

 

 

HOW 
All together we will make it go down in history following an agile format where everybody will 

participate: 

 

17:00-17:30 

Antoni Vives and Vicente Guallart as representatives of Barcelona’s City Council, together with 

Giovanna Carnevali, Director of the Fundació Mies van der Rohe; Valéry Didélon, architect, editor of 

Criticat; and Ivan Blasi, architect and coordinator of the Debate, will open the session and will recall the 

main statements and aims of the debate, together with the participation of one of the Winners of the 

European Award who will give his critical and personal point of view. 

 

17:30-19:00 

Closed discussion group session led by Valéry Didelon, Ricardo Devesa, Anne Isopp, Vasa Perovic and 

Ibai Rigby. At the same time the Winners of the Prize, Álvaro Siza Vieira, Norman Foster, Esteve Bonell, 

Francesc Rius, Nicholas Grimshaw, Dominique Perrault, Peter Zumthor, Rafael Moneo, Zaha Hadid, Rem 

Koolhaaas, Emilio Tuñón, SNOHETTA, David Chipperfield and the 2013 Winners will also participate 

with their opinions, thoughts and proposals in a discussion with Valéry Didélon and Giovanna 

Carnevali. 

 

In parallel with this agenda, students from the Institute of Advanced Architecture of Catalonia (IaaC) will 

also participate under the guidance of their Dean, Manuel Gausa, their Master Professors and the 

Fundació Mies van der Rohe, posing questions to the participants and allowing everyone to put their 

point of view.  
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19:00-19:30 

 These group discussions, ideas and conclusions will be summarized into 5-minute presentations by each 

of the coordinators so everybody can listen to the ideas of the previous sessions on the future of 

architecture. 

 

19:30-20:00 

The last 30 minutes will be the opportunity to summarize the ideas which come out from all the 

discussions. These will be transformed into a document that will be used in the following debates that will 

take place in 2013 and 2014 in different Universities and Institutions around Europe together with the 

Exhibition of the 25 Years of European Architecture, but it will also be a document that will explain 

today’s key moment for our profession and the importance of your participation. 

 

WHAT 
This event is a call to define and shape the future of our culture(s) and the role of architecture departing 

from the work developed by the Fundació Mies van der Rohe in these last 25 years. We invite you to our 

house, the Pavilion that Mies van der Rohe built originally in 1929 in Barcelona and that today 

represents the meeting point of culture, the people responsible for it and those who enjoy it. We will re-

evaluate the relation between architecture, institutions and people according to the present moment. 

 

“BREAKING NEW GROUND: Debate about the Future of European Architecture” 

The celebration of the 25th anniversary of the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture - 

Mies van der Rohe Award, represents a fantastic opportunity to reflect on a quarter century of 

architecture in Europe and to stimulate a debate about the future of European Architecture. 

 

We want to raise many questions and produce a debate with those professionals and institutions that 

have had a strong impact on the Prize (winners and emerging architect special mentions; jury members; 

experts and representatives of the Advisory and Steering committees and the European architecture 

associations) but above all to investigate, discover and possibly break new ground through emergent 

architects, critics and other people involved in the new cultural scene. 

 

The title of the debate is an idiom that refers both to architecture (digging the foundations) and to a wide 

range of meanings related to novelty. The aim is to bring together the experience of those professionals 

that have defined the 25 Years of the Award and those architects and critics that have an important role 

in today’s cultural field. The debate will draw out questions regarding architecture’s character in today’s 

culture and the role of institutions, biennales and prizes. 
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The aim of the debate will be to discover if there is a possibility to break new ground and therefore, 

actually, if this is what architecture needs. It will also represent the launching point of a series of debates 

that will take place in universities and institutions across Europe among those professionals that have 

consolidated architecture in the last decades and today’s generations of architects and critics. This 

second phase of debates will take place between September 2013 and June 2014, together with the 

presentation of the exhibition on the 25 Years of European Architecture. 

 

The research developed during this series of debates and its results will be compiled and published as an 

important tool that will reflect on the present and the key issues for the future of Architecture. 

 

WHO 
You are one fundamental protagonist of this celebration event together with (being confirmed): 

 

The Winners: Álvaro Siza Vieira, Norman Foster, Esteve Bonell, Francesc Rius, Nicholas Grimshaw, 

Dominique Perrault, Peter Zumthor, Rafael Moneo, Rem Koolhaas, Zaha Hadid, Emilio Tuñón, 

SNOHETTA, David Chipperfield and Batteríid architects-Henning Larsen Architects-Studio Olafur 

Eliasson. 

 

The Emergent Architect Special Mention Winners: Florian Nagler, Jürgen Mayer, NL architects, Matija 

Bevk, Vasa J. Perović, Lea Pelivan, Toma Plejić, Ramon Bosch, Bet Capdeferro and Langarita-Navarro 

Arquitectos 

 

The Jury Presidents: Kenneth Frampton, Fritz Neumeyer, Vittorio Magnago Lampugnani, Ricky Burdett, 

Mohsen Mostafavi and Wiel Arets. 

 

The 2013 Prize Experts: Yannis Aesopos, Felix Arranz, Tom Avermaete, Bálint Bachmann, Ursula Baus, 

Dominique Boudet, Marco Brizzi, Konrad Buhagiar, Matevz Celik, Pierre Chabard, François Chaslin, 

Sarah Cremin, Marc Dubois, Andrzej Duda, Lukas Feireiss, Jorge Figueira, Manuel Gausa, Stefan 

Ghenciulescu, Christina Gräwe, Joseph Grima, Gonzalo Herrero Delicado, Hans Ibelings, Anne Isopp, 

Boris Brorman Jensen, Luzlim Kabashi, Ömer Kanipak, Audrys Karalius, Martin Keiding, Robert 

Konieczny, Vlatko P. Korobar, Igor Kovacevic, Ivan Kucina, Alexandre Labasse, Tomas Lauri, Mari 

Lending, Maciej Milobedzki, Maroje Mrduljaš, Jorma Mukala, Christine Murray, Triin Ojari, Osamu 

Okamura, Arjen Oosterman, Shane O'Toole, Suha Özkan, Petros Phokaides, Luigi Prestinenza, Sixten 

Rahlff, Tatjana Rajic, Kristien Ring, Arno Ritter, Marina Romero, Roman Rutkowski, Giampiero 

Sanguigni, Carole Schmit, Georgi Stanishev, Lina Stergiou, Grzegorz Stiasny, Maria Topolcanska, Elsa 

Turkusic, Roemer van Toorn, Joâo Vieira Caldas, Vesna Vucinic, Ellis Woodman and Artis Zvirgzdins. 
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Prize Guests: Ole Bouman, Chris Dercon, Aaron Betsky, Barry Bergdoll, Vittorio Gregotti, Elia Zenghelis, 

Fulvio Irace, Joachim Jäger, Pau Solà-Morales, Pedro Gadanho, Antón García-Abril, Louisa Hutton, Kent 

Martinussen, Frédéric Migayrou, Ewa Porebska. 

 

Members from the Advisory and Steering Committees: arc en rêve centre d’architecture, Bordeaux;  

Architecture Foundation, London; Architekturzentrum Wien, Vienna; Arkitekturmuseet, Stockholm; 

Arkkitehtuurimuseo, Helsinki; CIVA Brussels; Danish Architecture Center, Copenhagen; DESSA, Ljubljana; 

Deutsches Architekturmuseum, Frankfurt; Eesti Arhitektuurimuuseum, Tallinn; Institut français 

d’architecture, Paris; Nasjonalmuseet for Kunst, Arkitektur og Design, Oslo; Nederlands 

Architectuurinstituut, Rotterdam; RIBA, London; The Berlage, Delft; Triennale di Milano, Milan. 

 

Members from the Fundació’s Board of Trustees: Ajuntament de Barcelona, Ministerio de Fomento, 

Departament de Territori i Sostenibilitat de la Generalitat de Catalunya, Consorci de la Zona Franca, 

COAC, ETSAB, Fira de Barcelona, The Museum of Modern Art, Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlín. 

 

Directors from universities and institutions 

 

Local architects  

 

Students and general public 

 

The event will be streamed through the Fundació Mies van der Rohe’s youtube channel: 

http ://www.youtube.com/user/FundacioMies on June 7, from 17:00h to 20:00 CEST. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/FundacioMies

