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From the Metropolis towards the Mega-City 

Lectures on the history and theory of urban development from the 19th and 20th century metropolis, towards the prospects of the 21th century mega-citiy. From Haussmann, Hugh Ferris and Le Corbusier to Rem Koolhaas’ generic city.
Assignment: pass/fail

Programme

Tuesday 20. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 7
Lecture 1 
Space and Sociality – on the role of social institutions in urban development.
9.15–10.30 
Peter Bjerrum
Lecture 2
Government. The transformation of the European city in the 19th and the government of the masses.

10.45-12.00 
Peter Bertram

Thursday 22. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 7
Lecture 3
The Modern Programme – the home of man. 
9.15-10.30
Jørgen Hauberg
Lecture 4
Le Corbusier’s Great Plans - and the linear industrial city.
10.45-12.00 
Jørgen Hauberg
Tuesday 27. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 6
Lecture 5
The American City: Urban Ambivalence and the irresistible Centrifugal Drive. 
9.15-10.30 
Deane Simpson
Lecture 6
Numbers Game Urbanism: The Young-old American Utopia. 

10.45-12.00  
Deane Simpson
Thursday 29. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 6
Lecture 7
Heterotopias. The modern institution and the relation between spatial order and life form.
9.15-10.30
Peter Bertram 

Lecture 8
     Metro-polis – Meta-polis: the social, spatial mapping of -polis as a different 
     nature.
10.45-12.00
Peter Bjerrum
Assignment
How to make a city, using the guidelines of the ‘Roman City Planning system’. 

Week 49
Mapping exercises, taking the context of work of your own as the point of departure towards a fully equipped part of a city.



Implementation and delivery is subject to agreement between the department and the institute.

Tuesday 20. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 7
Lecture 1 
Space and Sociality - on the role of social institutions in urban development.
9.15–10.30 
Peter Bjerrum
Albeit the architectural project of the 20th century constituted a breakthrough in spatial and social understanding, it is only just approaching the above-mentioned assemblage as a material collectiveness. It has been realizing the relation between building and body, the conjunction of agent and medium in dealing with space, but not necessarily in a sociality always already given.


To some extend it may still be the case that modern architecture is not capable to dissolve such initial opposites as figure/ground, body/building, landscape/city or nature/sociality and grasp the synthetic complexity of cities


Literature:


Rossi, Aldo, The architecture of the city, Cambridge, Mass.: Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies, 1982.

Lecture 2
Government. The transformation of the European city in the 19th and the government of the masses. 
10.45-12.00
Peter Bertram

There is a fundamental opposition between the state and the city. The state operates along a vertical line and tries to segment the actual and lived space of the city, whereas the city operates horizontally and establish networks. The lecture introduces the concept of the dispositive or social technique as it is defined by the French philosopher Michel Foucault (1926 - 1984) as a way of analysing urban developments in the 19th in particular the restructuring of Paris. It discusses the role of cartography and the development of street typologies as different social techniques. If the description of the restructuring of Paris often revolves around the concept of hygiene, the lecture emphasizes the double meaning of the word. The dispositive is always an answer to a given problem: in the case of Paris the problem is not simply the health issues of the metropolis but first and foremost the unruly masses produced by the city.


Literature:
Foucault, Michel: Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Collège de France.
Vidler, Anthony: Scenes of the Street from Scenes of the Street and Other Essays.

Additional Literature:

Deleuze, Gilles & Guattari, Felix: A Thousand Plateaus, Treatise on Nomadology – The War Machine.
Turnbull, David: Tricksters and Cartographers from Masons, Tricksters and Cartographers.
Thursday 22. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 7
Lecture 3
The Modern Programme – the home of man. 

9.15-10.30
Jørgen Hauberg

The agenda of Modernism was primarily to change the building task. With the advent of modernism, architecture expands its field, and the council housing, the residential block of flats, becomes the main task. Modernism and especially Le Corbusier phrases and develops the modern house and the modern city. Even in the first volume of his complete works 1910-29, the outline of the answer is clear: The mass-produced house and the Dom-ino house. The practise of the white villas and the five points of a new architecture. The four compositions, the pavillon de l’Esprit Nouveau and the room-grid as the exemplary residential block of flats and the plan ‘Voisin’ de Paris for 3 million inhabitants.

Today, the question of sustainability in particular adds modernism to the agenda anew.
The thesis is that modernism initiated a way of thinking concerning the connection between architecture and sustainable development. 

The lecture will present the programmatic basis developed in the circle around CIAM and ASCORAL, through the works of Le Corbusier.

Literature:
Le Corbusier, Pierrefeu, F.: The Home of Man. Architectural Press 1948.
Curtis, William J.R.: Le Corbusier – ideas and forms. Part II: Architectural ideals and social realities 1922-1944, pp. 60-118. Phaidon Press Ltd 1986.
Colquhoun, A.: Modern Architecture. Oxford University Press 2002.
Chapter: Return to Order: Le Corbusier and Modern Architecture in France 1920-35, pp. 137-158.

Lecture 4
Le Corbusier’s Great Plans - and the linear industrial city.

10.45-12.00 
Jørgen Hauberg
In his testament Mise au Point, written 1965 just before his death, Le Corbusier writes: “We must….discover the meaning of the term to localize”. The appointment of the term localization appears between a critique of the city development in the industrialised world and Le Corbusier’s array of alternatives: The three Human Settlements and The Linear Industrial City. By pointing out localization so decisive Le Corbusier stresses a fundamental feature in all physical-functional planning and all architecture. And he resubmits his proposals for linear industrial cities, as a compromise between the centre-city and the garden city.

The lecture will present Le Corbusier’s visions, the great centre-plans, and proposals for actual city-plans from La Ville Contemporaine and La Ville Radieuse to Chandigarh. The lecture will focus on the project’s conceptual basis, and relate to simultaneous visions and proposals, from Arturo Soria y Mata, Tony Garnier and N.A. Milyutin to the Situationist’s and Metabolist’s urban vision, Tokyo Bay, Copenhagen Finger-Plan and Brasilia.

Literature:
Choay, F.: The Modern City: Planning in the 19th Century. Studio Vista, London, 1969.

Colquhoun, A.: Modern Architecture. Oxford University Press 2002.

Chapter: From Le Corbusier to Megastructures: Urban Visions 1930-65, pp. 209-230. 

Tuesday 27. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 6
Lecture 5
The American City: Urban Ambivalence and the Irresistable Centrifugal Drive. 

9.15-10.30 
Deane Simpson
This lecture will trace tendencies in American urbanism from the late nineteenth century metropolis to the contemporary post-metropolitan mega-city/urban core – foregrounding its indexical relationship to prevailing forms of political-economical and technical organization. Encompassing a shift from urban formats structured by the machinations of industrial/Fordist production toward ones defined by the logics of post-industrial/post-Fordist consumption, such a transformation may be narrated in similar terms through a corresponding movement away from urban formats of density toward those (predominantly) of dispersal; from ones supporting mixed socio-spatial arrangements toward those highly sorted in their composition; and from those reinforcing shared spaces of public life toward increasingly privatized and securitized formats of pseudo-public space.


Literature:

Easterling, Keller. Organization Space: Landscapes, Highways and Houses in America. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1999. 1-11.

Koolhaas, Rem. Life in the Metropolis’ or ‘The Culture of Congestion. Architectural Design 47, no.5 (August 1977): 319-325.

Additional Literature:

Martin, Reinhold and Baxi, Kadambari. Multi-National City: Architectural Itineraries. Barcelona: Actar 2007. 6-13
Banham, Reyner. Los Angeles: The Architecture of Four Ecologies. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1971. 3-18
Lecture 6
Numbers Game Urbanism: The Young-old American Utopia. 

10.45-12.00  
Deane Simpson

Whereas the first lecture is intended to provide a general survey, the second will offer more specific and concrete examples of contemporary American urban formats. The Villages of Florida will be presented as an exemplary case of securitization and ex-urban dispersal at the intersection of late-capitalist practices of market segmentation and spatio-demographic sorting. Similarly, its conception as a form of lifestyle-product urbanism will be depicted through its application of the logics of the entertainment-industrial complex. Lastly, the American Senior Recreational Community will be portrayed as marking a contemporary frontier in the development of hyper-sparse formats of American urbanism.

Literature:
Smith, Wendell. Product Differentiation and Market Segmentation as Alternative Marketing Strategies. Journal of Marketing 21, No.1 (July 1956): 3-8.

Simpson, Deane. Deep-Slice Urbanism. In Volume No.29: The Urban Conspiracy Issue (Archis 2011 No. 3): 75-77 

Additional Literature:

d’Eramo, Marco. Bunkering in Paradise (or, Do Oldsters Dream of Electric Golf Carts?) In Evil Paradises: Dreamworlds of NeoLiberalism, ed. Mike Davis and Daniel Bertrand Monk. 171-188. New York: The New Press, 2007.

Bishop, Bill. The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America is Tearing Us Apart. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008. 
Thursday 29. November 2012 kl. 9.15 – 12.00
AUD. 6
Lecture 7
Heterotopias. The modern institution and the relation between spatial order and life form.
9.15-10.30
Peter Bertram 

The lecture discusses the significance of the institution in the development of the modern city. The modern institution is seen as a carefully planned urban artefact inserted into the tissue of the metropolis with the intent of producing specific behaviours. It seeks to incorporate an ideal social model in a confined spatial hierarchy thereby producing desired patterns of life. The lecture establishes a distinction between the ideal of utopia and the actuality of heterotopia in order to underline the fundamental difference between the urban agenda and the actual effect of the spatial order. It portrays an inherently critical dimension of heterotopia that stems from the gap. Finally, it points towards the contemporary society of control and outlines the dispositves of security as described by Foucault. 


Literature:

Foucault, Michel: Discipline and Punish, The Birth of the Prison. 
Foucault, Michel: Of Other Spaces.

Foucault, Michel: Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Collège de France.
Additional Literature:

Agamben, Giorgio: State of Exception.
Dehaene, Michiel & Cauter, De Lieven: Heterotopia and the City, Public Space in a Postcivil Society.
Castells, Manuel: Technopoles of the World. 
Lecture 8
     Metro-polis – Meta-polis: the social, spatial mapping of -polis as a different 
     nature. 

10.45-12.00
Peter Bjerrum


The modern city is neither an organic unity like the medieval city, nor does it make up cohesive compositional entities like the renaissance-baroque schemes. It is social and architectural a plurality of superimposed orders. On the one hand the historical contemporary of laid down medieval, classical and modern urban structures, on the other hand the interwoven topicality of local and global entities i.e. the presence of national and international laws and institutions.



It has no unconditional end, but is composed of initiations and terminations of various models and programs carried out during time and space.



Literature:



Koolhaas, Rem, Werlemann, Mau Hans, S. M. L. XL, New York: Monacelli, 1998, pp. 1239-1264.
Assignment: 
How to make a city, using the guidelines of the ‘Roman City Planning system’.
Week 49-
Mapping exercises, taking the context of work of your own as the point of departure towards a fully equipped part of a city.



Implementation and delivery is subject to agreement between the department and the institute.



Literature:



Koolhaas, Rem; Boeri, Stefano; Sanford, Kwinter, Harvard project on the city, Mutations, Barcelona: Actar 2000.
