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ARMELLE CARON MAPS
OF NUUK, SISIMIUT
AND ITTOQQORTOORMIIT

ILLUSTRATIONS BY TINA HARRINGTON AND SIV BOTTCHER, TEXT BY BORIS BRORMAN JENSEN AND MINIK ROSING
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fashion, the individual buildings
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can be depicted and sorted out
by typology, but we still have
no clue where the arctic-urban
genius is embedded.

The Greenlandic
municipalities have two
different urban elements:
the town and the rural
settlement. A rural settlement
is characterized as Nunagarfik,
which literally means “a place
that has land.” A town is called
Ilugarfik, which means “a

place that has houses.” This
characterization illustrates the
general schism of urbanization.
A city is a collection of houses
that provides some services,
but which comes at the price
of loss of connectedness to
nature. When you grow up in

a small rural settlement, the
world consists of your radius
of activity. Everything within
this domain is yours to enjoy
and exploit. You own the
world. When you grow up in a
town, your life is confined to

a cityscape of other peoples’
possessions. Your normal
sphere of operation is confined
by the city limit. The waorld is
global, and you may travel to
visit other places as a guest. You
become a spectator to a world
that is mostly owned by others.
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