
SEMINAR

Chris Thurlbourne is Associate Professor and Head of Masters and Post Graduate Studies at the Aarhus School of Architecture. He is also 
Founding Partner of the architectural office Stuff Aps. Born in the UK Chris completed his diploma in architecture at the University of East 
London (UEL) before pursuing a career that combines both teaching and building. He has been a Faculty Member at UEL, the Bartlett School 
of Architecture and the Aarhus School of Architecture. He has also been a visiting professor at schools of architecture in Sweden, Scotland, 
USA and Mexico. In his work Chris is interested in the relationship between architecture and architectural representations; design processes 
and methodologies with a particular focus on sustainable tectonics. His work is interdisciplinary, making links between architecture and art, 
and it is design-led combining drawing, making and writing. Chris’ work has been published and exhibited internationally.

Maarten Gielen is a founding member of the Belgium organization Rotor, a collective of people sharing a common interest in the material 
flows in industry and construction. Besides handling the daily workings of the organization, he works as an author, researcher and designer. 
Founded in 2005, Rotor is a cross-disciplinary office which on the one hand handles the conception and realization of design and architectural 
projects and on the other hand develops critical positions on design, material resources and waste through research, writings, conferences 
and exhibitions. Rotor recently curated the large OMA/Progress exhibition on the work of OMA at the Barbican Arts Centre in London,  and 
has previously also exhibited in the Fondazione Prada and in the Belgium pavilion during the latest Venice Architecture Biennale. Maarten 
is currently a visiting professor at Geneva University of Art and Design (HEAD) where he works with his students on the subject of outdated 
international style interiors from the seventies and onwards.

Peter Bertram lives and works in Copenhagen where he is an Assistant Professor at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, School of Archi-
tecture.  He studied architecture at the same school gaining a Master’s Degree in Architecture in 1995 and a PhD in 2009. Prior to studying 
architecture he studied Film and Media Studies at the University of Copenhagen. Peter has a keen interest in architectural representations. 
His PhD thesis explores ways of defining an experimental practice in the relationship between a textural work and the production of architec-
tural drawings and models. In his research and his teaching he investigates processes, methods, techniques and media and he reflects on how 
and why architects employ these in their artistic work. Peter has published and exhibited his research results in Denmark and abroad. He is 
presently editing an anthology about architectural models and the way architects use architectural models in their work.  

Media and representations are not unbiased: they filter our gaze and create a frame for our perception.  

How do representations affect our understanding of architecture? How can we develop architecture based on a conscious use of representa-
tions? What might the potentials of developing new forms of representation be? What architectural experience will result from applying dif-
ferent representations, and what type of generative design process can we initiate by using these in a specific way? What is - and what will 
be - the future role of the architect in a media-based society and what new visual cultures and situations of communication centred around 
architecture will arise in the future?

These are just a few of the questions which form the starting point of the seminar: Model | Method | Process. 
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seminar: 
model | method | process  

  10:00-10:15  Anne Elisabeth Toft and Claudia Carbone

  10:15-10:20  Peter Bertram (AET and CC)

  10:20-11:15 Peter Bertram: Model as Diagram

  11:15-11:30   

  11:30-12.45 

  12:45-12:50 Maarten Gielen, Rotor (AET and CC)

  12:50-13:45 Maarten Gielen, Rotor: Images and Politics  

  13:45-14:00  

  14:00-14:15 

  14:15-14:20 Chris Thurlbourne (AET and CC)

  14:20-15:15 Chris Thurlbourne: Drawings in Space 

  15:15-15:30 

  15:30-16:00 Informal discussion and networking / coffee
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model | method | process 
In the newly established Studio 13, which is part of the master’s degree programme at the Aarhus School of Architecture, we focus on the 
study of architectural representation and how a critical approach to architectural representation can inform the making and thinking of 
architecture. During the present term it will, in particular, be the architectural model and its media characteristics that we will be discussing. 
We will specifically investigate the model as a medium for architectural analysis, contemplation and design. 

At the same time, we will continue our long-standing investigation of archives and collections. During the present term, our study is of the 
architectural exhibition as cultural construct, historiography, medium, architectural representation and a particular context for architectural 
models, drawings, photos, archival material and collections, etc. 

The aim of the Model | Method | Process seminar is to enter into a dialogue with three researchers and teachers of architecture who work 
critically with representations. 

• Peter Bertram, the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, School of Architecture, DK

• Maarten Gielen, Rotor, B 

• Chris Thurlbourne, the Aarhus School of Architecture, DK

Media and representations are not unbiased: they filter our gaze and create a frame for our perception. How do representations affect our 
understanding of architecture? How can we develop architecture based on a conscious use of representations? What might the potentials of 
developing new forms of representation be? What architectural experience will result from applying different representations, and what type 
of generative design process can we initiate by using these in a specific way? What is - and what will be - the future role of the architect in a 
media-based society and what new visual cultures and situations of communication centred around architecture will arise in the future?

These are just a few of the questions which form the starting point of the seminar: Drawing | Method | Process. 

The seminar is open to the public. It is, however, primarily aimed at students from Studio 13 as well as teachers and researchers with a 
particular interest in the relation between architecture and representations.

The seminar language is English.

The seminar is organized by Assistant Professor Claudia Carbone and Associate Professor Anne Elisabeth Toft, Studio Masters, Studio 13.  
The platform for: Architectural experimentation through representations focusing on studies of light


