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http://www .cphx.dk/ 

EAAE Excursion Copenhagen
June 28, 2008

Rivalry between Copenhagen's port areas and Ørestad

9.00 Pick-up: Kongens Nytorv, København K

 Everybody meet in front of the Royal Theatre at 8.50, bus will pick us up in front or close by  

 Amager Strand (1) Maritime Youth Centre, PLOT 2004

    (2) Amager Strandpark, Hasløv & Kjærsgaard 2005

 Ørestad  (3) Ørestad High School, 3XN 2007

    (4) VM house, PLOT 2005

    (5) Tietgen Kollegiet, Lundgaard & Tranberg 2005 

    (6) IT-university, Henning Larsen 2004 

 Islands Brygge  General impression of development in the harbour 

 Sluseholmen   (7) Metropolis, Future Systems 2008

    (8) Masterplan, Soeters Van Eldonk Ponec 2006- 

14.00   Drop-off: Danish Architecture Centre, Strandgade 27B / www.dac.dk

 Exhibitions:  BRYGHUSPROJEKTET

   Experience one of the world's greatest architects, Rem Koolhaas, new  

   building project in Copenhagen.

   Building Sustainable Communities

   In the forthcoming touring exhibition Danish Architecture Centre poses the  

   question how do architects and engineers actually engage in global  

   development and do they recognise the need for corporations to take on  

   their share of social and ethical responsibility for the world?

For further information on the selected sites please check: http://www.cphx.dk/
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Maritime Youth Center - 2004

Architect PLOT 

Size   2000 sqm

Budget  1 170 000 €

In the Maritime Youth House project the client asked 

Plot to draw 375 sqm of indoor facilities and had 

dedicated nearly a quarter of the overall budget to 

cleaning the polluted soil around the site, so kids would 

be able to play without danger. Plot proposed to use the 

money to lay out a wooden deck playground over the 

entire site (1600 sqm) instead and integrate buildings 

and boat storage under the deck, leaving its upper side 

free for recreation and education.

Amager Strandpark - 2005

Masterplan Hasløv & Kjærsgaard
  Arkitektfirma I/S

Budget  26 825 000 € 

Amager Strandpark consists of the beach along the 

coastal road (Amager Strandvej), a lagoon, an island 

and two parks, 10-øren and 5-øren (the Danish 10 Øre 

and 5 Øre coins). The island is 2 km long and the 

lagoon is 400 meters at its widest point. 

Amager Strandpark has been listed as a recreational 

area, and the new beach has given the capital a new 

recreational spot that can be used all year round. 

Since the mid-seventies the City of Copenhagen has 

been working on the possibility of creating a wider 

beach park with a greater depth of water offshore. In 

1988, thanks to the efforts of local people, a proposal 

was drawn up to extend the beach park—the so-called 

Riviera Plan. The final framework for Amager 

Strandpark was outlined by a working party under the 

City of Copenhagen in 2000. In Spring 2003 the City of 

Copenhagen, Copenhagen County and Frederiksberg 

Municipality adopted a financing agreement and 

Amager Strandpark I/S was founded soon after.
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Ørestad High School - 2007

Architect  3XN

Budget  26 825 000 € 

Ørestad High School (Ørestad Gymnasium) is the first 

high school in Denmark with an architectural design 

that corresponds to the new visions on content, 

subject matter, organization, and learning systems 

that are part of the new Danish reforms for high 

schools that came into effect on August 1, 2005. 

Flexibility and openness are key words for the new 

building, which has open rooms, subject zones, niches 

for creativity and concentration, and free access 

everywhere to virtual space. The school is located 

across from the Fields’ shopping mall close to Ørestad 

Metro Station.

There are no traditional classrooms and lounges in 

this school. Instead, the building is divided into four 

“study zones”, linked together by a wide, spiral 

staircase that winds up toward the roof terrace. The 

staircase is the main axis in the tall foyer – the X-zone 

– that creates physical and visual links between the 

different study zones and supports an interdisciplinary 

approach.

VM house - 2005

Architect PLOT 

Size   230 housing units

Budget  25 200 000 €

The manipulated perimeter block is clearly defined in 

its four corners but opened internally and along the 

sides. The vis-à-vis with the neighbour is eliminated by 

pushing the slab in its center, ensuring diagonal views 

to the vast open fields around. The building volume 

provides optimal air, light and views to all flats. All 

apartments have a double-height space to the north 

and wide panoramic views to the south.

The logic of the diagonal slab utilized in the V house is 

broken down in smaller portions for the M house. In 

this project the typology of the Unite d’Habitation of Le 

Corbusier is reinterpreted and improved: the central 

corridors are short and get light from both ends, like 

bullet holes penetrating through the building.
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Tietgen Kollegiet - 2005

Architect Lundgaard & Tranberg
  Arkitektfirma A/S

Size  360 studio apts, 26-33 sq. m.

The overall concept is a circular building in eight 

stories containing all facilities of the student housing. It 

encircles a big green courtyard. The cylindric shape is 

divided by five vertical cuts, that visually and 

functionally divides the building into sections and 

creates continuous open passages. These passages 

serve as entrance to the courtyard as well as the 

different floors.  

IT-university - 2004

Architect Henning Larsens Tegnestue 

Size  19.000 sqm

Budget  40 230 000 €

The university is organised around a big central 

atrium. A number of group- and meeting rooms are 

located in cantilevered boxes in a dynamic 

composition within the atrium. The ground floor 

contains common functions such as auditoriums, café 

and library. All research and teaching facilities are 

located on the upper floors. The teaching facilities in 

open student areas around the atruium and the 

research departments in quiet zones at the end of the 

building.

Metropolis - 2008

Architect Future Systems &
  Kasper Danielsen Arkitekter

Size  40 m high residential property  
  with a total of 11 storeys.  
  10,600 sq.m of housing and  
  an underground carpark

The 40-meter-tall Metropolis residential property, is 

situated on the outermost peninsula of Sluseholmen. 

Metropolis consists of 10,600 m2 housing and an 

underground car park. In the sales material the 

building is described as a futuristic imagination; light, 

blue and organic. Residents will be able to dock at 

their own private berths and jump into the water at the 

nearby harbour baths.
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Teglholmen - 2006

Masterplan Arkitema and Soeters Van Eldonk  
  Ponec architecten

Residential +  25 different drawing offices
commercial 
developments 

Siza  ca. 1,000 apartments 
  (condos, co-ops, rental), 
  77 – 171 sq. m.

Timeframe Occupancy from 2006
  Building work on the eight islands  
  scheduled for completion in 2010

Sluseholmen is a Dutch inspired canal town in Sydhavnen 

(South Harbour) with 1,000 homes dispersed on eight artificial 

islands. The idea for a canal district on Sluseholmen originated 

from the Dutch architect Sjoerd Soeters, who used his 

experiences from Java Island, a residential district built on an 

artificial island in Amsterdam. 

Sjoerd Soeters and Arkitema drew up the unified plan for 

Sluseholmen in collaboration with the City and Port of 

Copenhagen. This Dutch-Danish partnership resulted in a set of 

architectural rules, or dogmas, for Sluseholmen.

The dogmas comprise a unifying principle for Sluseholmen, but 

at the same time they ensure that it will be a quarter with great 

variety. As a rule of thumb, at least five offices must be involved 

in each block. Residential buildings have between five and 

seven floors and the shape and size of each building depend on 

whether the buildings are facing the harbour, the canals, or the 

promenades. The canals and quays, crossed by bridges, are 

making Sluseholmen a different and highly varied part of 

Copenhagen.
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The Ørestad project is facing increasing 
competition from areas of the port offering 
masses of space for exclusive development. 

In the early nineties, the city of Copenhagen - which 
is made up of the historical heart of the city and most 
of suburbs erected between the two world wars - was 
close to undergoing economic decline. The recession 
of the time and the international discussion about new 
urbanity led to the development of new state 
structural policies. Copenhagen suddenly found itself 
the focus of planning efforts, which in the years 
following the second world war had otherwise 
favoured the Danish provinces. Accordingly, the 
Danish and Swedish governments agreed in a short 
space of time on the construction of a bridge between 
Copenhagen and Malmö. This spelled certain 
consequences for the Copenhagen cityscape, since it 
would create a new international corridor leading past 
the airport to the south, requiring Copenhagen to 
adjust accordingly. 
Ørestad (a new city district on the polders of Amager 
peninsula south of Copenhagen) was the response 
enabled by the new assertive state policy, and has 
since begun to take on shape. According to the plans, 
it is to be a commercial district offering international 
traffic connections, and will feature a science park to 
meet the requirements of the information society 
while also giving consideration to monument 
conservation and environmental protection. The plots 
designated for the large office complexes have an 
attractive location at a reasonable distance from the 
historic heart of the city, and an upper-grade public 
transport system is to be installed to reduce 
motorised traffic. However, large tracts of land have 
since become available for development in the port 
area. This faces the state initiative with a problem. 
This is because since the port provides the private 
sector with the opportunity to create a new district 
with the same objectives as the Ørestad project, 
namely creation of a link between the historic city 
centre and the new traffic corridor. Moreover, the 
developments in the port area are not hampered by 
the need for much planning or infrastructural input. 
The Ørestad project is actually the unexpected result 
of the work of a committee entrusted with enlarging 

Rivalry between Copenhagen's port areas and Ørestad 
Jens Kvorning  

the public transport system. In order not to strain the 
city budget unduly, the committee suggested building 
a new city district to finance a new metropolitan 
railway line. The proposal quickly found favour with a 
parliamentary majority, whereupon the legal 
foundations were created and a development 
company was set up to take care of planning, building 
and operating the new district. Most established 
planners found that this approach by-passed the 
democratic rules that usually apply in the Danish 
planning system. As a consequence, the Ørestad 
project became the subject of heated public debate, 
and to this day can still not be discussed in a calm 
and objective way. Moreover, the development 
company has to pursue two objectives, namely the 
short-term but technologically complex construction 
of a metropolitan railway line, and the long-term 
planning and construction of a new city district. This 
is regarded as a potential source of conflicting 
interests, and makes the company the target of 
additional criticism. A two-year delay in the railway 
project and budget overrun have attracted further 
disparagement. Nonetheless, the public authorities 
continue to hold onto the Ørestad project and also 
bear responsibility for the northern section of the new 
finger of urban development. The enlargement of a 
university campus at the site was made the subject of 
a competition, and this was followed by construction 
of a new state record office and the erection of a very 
large complex for the headquarters of the state 
broadcasting corporation headquarters and its new 
digital production facilities. Except for a number of 
small residential units, the northern part of Ørestad, 
originally intended as a science park, will probably be 
completed within five years. 
These activities on the part of the state in the 
northern section have attracted the attention of 
private investors, who, as can be expected, are 
mainly interested in the compact core area where the 
Ørestad finger and the new international traffic 
corridor converge. This part of the project accordingly 
displays a coverage density that has not been 
permitted elsewhere in Denmark for over the past 
century. The much-criticised Ørestad development 
company has proved to be overly pliable in 
negotiations with major investors, and a 
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Rivalry between Copenhagen's port areas and Ørestad 
 

 

The new urban district of Ørestad is being planned, built and operated by a development company 
set up for the purpose. The district itself is located between the new Øresund bridge, the airport 
and the core part of the city. However, private-sector development in the downtown port area and at 
the east coast of the Amager peninsula is now creating competition.  
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Norwegian-Danish syndicate has managed to secure 
permission to construct a mega-shopping and 
entertainment centre, although the original plans did 
not contain such a feature. The respective 
negotiations underscore the problematic double role 
that the state plays as property owner and highest 
planning authority. The construction of large malls 
and office centres has long been prohibited in 
Denmark, but in this case a state-owned company 
was dependent on gaining planning permission for 
precisely such a project and succeeded in gaining it. 
In strategic terms, however, the shopping mall 
projected has proven to be a success. It has awoken 
interest on the part of other investors, and the office 
buildings currently undergoing construction prove that 
the private sector recognises the potential of a city 
district featuring a science park and a major shopping 
centre as well as proximity to the airport and the 
historical city centre. Moreover, although the 
construction of Ørestad is taking place at a time 
marked by an ample supply of attractive development 
property, the project seems to be picking up in pace 
in economic terms. Its largest bugbear at the moment 
is proving to be the construction of the residential 
districts. This is due to the current state of the Danish 
freehold and investment market, which is 
characterised by the fact that publicly assisted 
housing development has been discontinued and by 
lack of private investment in building homes. 
 One of the criticisms made of Ørestad was that it had 
no chance of realisation due to lack of demand. This 
has not proved to be particulatly true, since apart 
from the above problems, it is attracting, a great deal 
of interest from the business sector. Another issue is 
whether its ambitious urban development objectives 
have been or can be fulfilled. The numerous 
architectural competitions for the master plan and all 
the larger construction stages seem to signalise an 
endeavour to uphold these ambitious goals, yet 
despite this, the new city district has to grapple with a 
problem that all major development projects face, 
namely that the completion of large wads of 
development in a short space of time does not always 
result in quality requirements. Ørestad stands for a 
strategy of compact city development. In terms of 
urban structure, this is what makes it so attractive. 

The project offers a further favourable outlook insofar 
that it may help revive the port district on 
Westamager, which is characterised by lack of 
identity. In addition to rivalry in the form of 
commercial buildings at the port, the Ørestad project 
faces additional competition in the form of two major 
spatial plans for the northern and southern sections 
of the port. The plans, commissioned by the City of 
Copenhagen of West 8/Adriaan Geuze and Sjoerd 
Soetters respectively, display a break with the past 
planning tradition of the city, and are a response to 
criticism of the run-of-the mill development that exists 
at several sections of the port. In the southern part, 
Soetters is planning a large new residential district in 
which most of the buildings border on the waterside 
and a number of newly created canals, with the result 
that his design surpasses the residential sections of 
Ørestad in terms of quality. In the north, West 8 is 
planning the development and enlargement of the old 
free trade zone into a mixed development that will 
also features expanses of water and attractions such 
as the old fort. 
As these plans make clear, Copenhagen is equipped 
with unique opportunities to renew its central districts 
by creating a new centre within the existing one. 
However, given that so much land is currently 
available for development, there is the very real 
danger that the valuable parts will , be crammed full 
with insignificant buildings. Moreover, the plans also 
underscore that the, Ørestad company faces 
increasing competition. 

 TOPOS #34, 2001, page 54-60  

Rivalry between Copenhagen's port areas and Ørestad 
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